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PARISH OFFICE Monday-Friday 10:00am-3:00pm
Father Tom is generaly in the office Tuesday thru Friday between the hours of 10:00am to 2:00pm

and always by appointment.
Parish Office Staff Cheryl Petren/Sophie Theoharis 889-4000
Custodian Mark Lavoie 889-4000
Maintenance David Lavoie 889-4000
Church Minigtries
Choir Director Kathy Redman 889-4144
Food Festival Chr. Jamie Pappas 883-8770
Forever Young Father Tom 889-4000
GOYA Adviser Marisa Donati 672-1914
Greek School Instructor George Kitsis 669-9041
Hellenic Dance Troupe Maria Donati 672-1914
JOY Advisers Stephanie Liakos/Sherrie Juris 897-1155/ 595-7111
Outreach Committee Stephanie Norris/Jamie Pappas 882-8022/ 883-8770
Parish Nurse Ministry Katherine Richo 689-5044
Sunday School Director Bill Chouramanis 933-3368
Welcome Committee Matthew Matsis 424-2219
Groups/Or ganizations
Ladies Society AGAPE Iris Houdyshel 864-8130
AHEPA Don Lebrun 886-1725
Elpis Ladies Society Maria Donati 672-1914
Pan Macedonians Charles Paskaley 889-1368

Newsletter Deadline-15th of each month: Please submit entries for this newdetter as early in the
month as possible but no later than the 15th. Email your articlesto: office@stphilipnh.org.
Articles may also be faxed to the office at 603-889-3763 or dropped off during church office hours.
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St 10am to 5:30pm
Tel: 603-598-4700

189 Kinsley Sreet
Nashua, NH
03060-3653
FORALL YOUR TREATIES COME TO SVEETIES!
Bverett Turnpike Exit 5E /4 mile in on left side

Your Ad Here

LETTER TO THEFAITHFUL
FROM THE CLERGY BROTHERHOOD

Father Gregory Christakos of Saints Anargyroi in Marlborough, MA.
T.S Hiot famoudly wrote “April isthe cruelest month” but those of us who live in the North
East may well consder February to hold that honor. The weather is cold and often stormy,
and milder spring days still seem far awvay. Pennsylvania Germans capitdized on this
circumstance and brought with them the tradition of Groundhog Day, when according to
lore the end of winter (and thus nicer weather) is predicted. Groundhog Day, observed on
February 2, has become a popular secular celebration, dthough no one redly takes the
groundhog's weather prediction serioudly. Inthe Orthodox Church, February 2 has a far
lar ge and more meaningful significance; it isthe feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the
Temple. st asthe enjoyable Groundhog Day is connected with a change in seasons, the
Presentation of the Lord (Hypapante in Greek) signifies a change in seasons. It isthe fortieth
day after Christmas and the last day on the calendar oriented toward that feast. After
February 2, everythingis focused on the long preparation for and ultimate celebration of
Pascha.

The Presentation (or Meeting) of the Lord has its scriptura originsin the Gospel of

Luke. Jbseph and Mary take the baby Esusto the temple in accordance with the Law of
Moses. They meet Smeon, whose scriptural role isto represent the Old Testament aswell
as Annathe prophetess (one of four women with that title in scripture, with the others being
Miriam, Deborah and the more obscure Huldah). Three timesinthe passage it is stated
that the event isto fulfill the precepts of the Law. Smeon’s canticle is used in the vespers
service in the Orthodox Church, while the tradition of blessing candles on this day (hence
the western term Candlemas) comes from the light reference in Smeon's song. The feast is
the only major feast in the Church that has characteristics of aFeast of the Lord and a Feast
of the Theotokos.

W henever Paschais early (such as this year, where it fals in mid-April) the preparation for
Lent and Pascha begins soon after the Presentation. W hile Lent itself is a time of prepara-
tion, the period before Lent is atime of preparingas well. This seems redundant, but Lent is
idedly atime of spiritual and physicd rigor, and having a period to prepare for this makes
sense. Thisyear, severa days after the Presentation feast comes the Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee. The Gospel reading is areminder of the need for humility. The week
following the reading is a fast-free week to remind us to avoid the hypocrisy of the

Pharisee. Soon after we have Meatfare and then Cheesefare Sundays. The fast is gradually
introduced and Lenten elements begin to be seen in the daily services.

The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple is asignpost on the Orthodox calendar and in
our lives. It signifies achange of seasons and is acall to begin preparations for Lent and
Pascha. It is a powerful passage from scripture that encapsulates the savingwork of Christ
and his fulfillment of the Law. FHnadly, it isalight in the often dreary month of February and a
harbinger of the wonderful thingsto come.

St. Philip Book Study Group: The Book Sudy meets on Thursday evenings 7pm to
8:30pm in one of the classrooms. This session runs through February 9th. The book we
are using is, ‘Reflections on Our Christian Faith & Life’ by Bishop Gerasimos
Papadopoulos. Please let Fr. Tom or the church office know if you would like to
participate so we can provide reading materia for the group.




Saturday of the Souls

On the two Saturdays preceding Great Lent, February 18 & 25 and the first
Saturday of Great Lent, March 3, the Orthodox Church calls us to remember our loved
ones who have fallen asleep in the Lord and to offer their names to be remembered by
the body of the Church. On these three days we gather to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
and then to offer aMemorial Service a which time the names of our loved ones are
commemorated.

On the form enclosed, please list the names of your loved ones that you would
like remembered (you need only include their first name) and return it to Father Tom
before services begin. If you use another piece of paper, please place a“+” a the top of
the page to indicated that the individuals listed are deceased.

As aministry to our community the Ladies Society ‘Agape’ prepares atray of
koliva on behalf of the community for the Memoria Service each week. You may make a
contribution to the AGAPE SOCIETY to help support the philanthropic work they offer
to the parish and community at large by using the enclosed envelope. If you wish, you
may aso prepare asmal bowl of kolivaand bring it to church, especialy on the third
Saturday.
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Please remember the following on the:
©o1%0 2Me 39 Saturday of the Souls
MnhnoneusetetouVkagwti kata ta eporena
Y ucosabbata.

Nashua Eye Associates, a provider
of comprehensive eye care for the
Greater Nashua community.

603-882-9800 www.nashuaeye.com
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SponsorshipsW elcomed!
Become aNewsletter Soonsor by contacting Cheryl Petren at church office: 889-4000
or email: office@stphilipnh.org
Sponsorship Donations
Business card $ 250 Half page $ 500 Full page $1000
-Soonsorships will run for 1 year (11 monthly issues, July/Aug combined)

Olivia’s Pizza
Somerset Paza

379 Amherst Sreet, Nashua, NH

Awarded Best Pizza and Burgers!!
Congratulations to Jm and Maria Manning!!

holyimages@mindspring.com

HAPPY NAMEDAY! XPONIA POLLA!

N ameday Please Come
2/4 S. Isidore of Pelusium Sunday, 2/6
2/8 Zacharias the Prophet Sunday, 2/13
2/10 3. Haralambos the Great unday, 2/13
2/17&2/20 . Theodore Sunday, 2/20

Parish Council 2012

Congratulations to newly appointed Parish Council members:
Greg Danas, Ed Marden, brge Panteli and Doug Philipon !!

Message from 1st VP Matthew Matsis
“New Comment Box in Fellowship Hall”

BEvery Sunday, acomment box, paper, and pens will be available in the Fellowship Hall.
The purpose of this box isto create aline of communication between our parishioners
and the Parish Council.

Our parishionerswill have the opportunity to voice both positive and negative
comments and/or concernsto help the Parish Council be more efficient, effective and
receptive to dl issues regarding our church. All comments will be strictly confidentia.

Please feel free to fill out acomment card or, if you wish, please contact me at
603-424-2219 or 603-801-7027.

| wish to thank James Tupper and Helen Matsis Deschaines for the comment box and
labeling.

2012 Greek Food Fest - Ad Book Update - bougmhilipon

Yes, it isright around the corner (sort of) and work has begun to make this
year’s ad book better than last year’s. W e are hoping to surpass the 2011 total with
more parish community participation and greater Nashua support with our loca
business people. It would be terrific if we could get a couple more people to assist with
our efforts! Likewise, anyone that might be able to help introduce us to a potentia
advertiser, please let us know. W e have some new ideas on how to build more value for
our mgjor sponsorsl W e are making an early push to lock up our major sponsorsin
order to get them as much recognition as possible throughout the months leading up to
the event. | am hopeful that we will bring in some new additions so, if you are interested
or know someone that would like to hear more about this, you can email me at
doug@icentrix.com or cal me at 603-893-3922 x25. W e will get in touch with them
right away. Thanks for helping us make this a banner year for our book!
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